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INDEX TO

THE MANUAL OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA

HOW TO USE THIS INDEX:  References are to paragraphs (¶) and subdivisions in The Manual (not page numbers).  The first number directs you to the chapter (i.e. you will find ¶630.2.9 in Chapter 6).

A

Abortion, 630.2.9

Absentee voting, 315.1

Administration

annual conference, 260.1, 410.5, 500

Canadian general conference, 260, 400-465

local church, 300-380

world conference, 200-253

Administration, Board of, see Board of Administration

Affiliated congregations, 305.2, 306, 384a

certificate, 384b


diagnostic viability study, 306.1

length of status, 306.10

questions to become affiliated church, 384a

tithe, 375.3.2

withdraw from FMCIC, 306.11

Affiliated organizations, 450

Affiliation status, see Affiliated churches

Alcohol, 630.2.6, 640

Aldersgate College, Introduction-page vi

All Canada Conference, Introduction-page vi

Amendments to Constitution, 225-228-251.3-4

Annual conference, 260.1, 400, 410.5, 500, 855

Annual meeting, 310.3, 315, 320, 371, see also
Society Meeting

Appointment, 430.2.3-5, 850, 875

multiple staff, 851

special, 852

special relationships, 853

Arminian, Introduction-page iv

Arms-length rule, 325.1, 373.2.5

Articles of Religion, 100-131

Assistant Pastor, 374.4, 374.5, 375.2

Assistant Superintendent--see Network Leaders

Associate Pastor, 374.4, 374.5, 375.2

Association of Free Methodist Education 

Institutions, 410.3

Audit Committee, 425.4.1

Auditor, 310.3, 320.4.2, 372.2.3.2

Authority, 108

of the New Testament, 110

of the Old Testament, 109

B

Baptism, 620

adults, 714.3

non-infant children under twelve, 714.1

infant baptism, 712, 713

infant dedication, 712, 713

vows for youth members, 714.2

Bases, 750, 810, 815




Bishop, 260, 2.3, 410.4, 420.2.5, 425.1, 425.2.3-4, 


430.1, 855, 860

duties of, 860

election of, 860

emeritus, 860

Bishops, Council of, 203

Bishop’s Relief Fund, 445.2

BOA (see Board of Administration)

Board of Administration (BOA)

committees, 425.4-5

court of appeal, 425.2.8

delegates to general conference, 405.4

general conference, 420.1, 420.2.1, 425

hiring task force, 425.2.4

letters of agreement, 425.2.9

management committee, 425.4.2, 435, 860

mergers, 307

national leadership team, 425.2.4 

study teams, 420.1

term of office, 420.2.6

Board of Bishops, 410.4

Book of Discipline, Foreword, 250.2, 250.2.7, see 

Manual, The

C

Camps, 450

Canada Revenue Agency, 305.4.4, 

305.5.1, 325, 372.2.3, 375.2.3, 375.3.2, 878.2.1, 2,

878.3.3, 878.7.1, 878.7.4, 879  (formerly known as Canada Customs and Revenue Agency; not all references have been changed)
Canadian General Conference, Introduction-page vi, 


260, 400-465, see also General Conference

Canadian Scholarship Program (now known as Leadership Scholarship Program), 440.3.1

CGC (i.e. Canadian General Conference)

Celebrate, see Mission Statement

Centralized Payroll Plan, 878.7.4

Certificate of Standing, 840, 853

Chaplains, 852

Child sponsorship program, 445

Christian community, 730, see Membership, Core

Values

Christian conduct, 600-640

regarding God, 630.1

regarding institutions of God, 630.3

regarding myself and others, 630.2

Christian experience, 600-640

assurance, 610

awakening to God, 610

consecration, 610

divine healing, 630.1.3

entire sanctification, 610

gifts of the Spirit, 620, 630.3.3, 730.1

growing in Christ, 620

repentance and restitution, 610

trust/faith, 610

Christian growth group, see Small Groups

Christian worship, 710-718

Church, The, Introduction-p. iii, 121, see Core Values

Church development, 440.3, 460

Church name, 251, 301

Church discipline, 900-940
Church growth, 305, 820, 821, 825

Church planting (new congregation), 305, 370

affiliated congregation status, 305.2

diagnostic viability study, 305.5

closure of church plant, 308

fellowship status, 305.2, 305.4.6, 305.5, 370.4

funding, 375.3.1, 440.3.1

general conference, representation at, 305.4.7

projects, 305.4

sponsoring organization, 305.4, 310.3

Churches

closure of, 308

dedication of, 718

formation of new, 305, 375.3
use of facilities, 630-3.1.10

Civil oaths, 630.3.4

Clergy Care Referral System, 878.6.4

Closure of churches, 308, 350.3, 425.2.7

Commission, see Mission Statement

Commissioned Minister, 800, 815, 820, 821

825-871, 873

Committees

local church, 320.5, 330, 372.1, 373

general conference, 420

Communion, Holy (Lord’s Supper), 620, 711


service rituals, 711

Compassionate ministries, 445, 740

Compensation, 878.1

Connectionalism, 500, see Core Values

Constitution, The

doctrine, 100-131

membership, 150-164

organization, 200-260

rules for constitutional changes, 225-288

Constitutional Council, 400, 500

Core Giving, 375.3, 440.2

Core Values, Introduction-pages i-ii

Corporation, see Board of Administration

Counseling 

Clergy care, 878.6.4

Divorce, 630.3.1.5-7 

Marriage, 630.3.1.3

Covenant of Restoration, 853, 925.5
Creeds, Introduction-page iv

Credentials

delegates, general conference, 465

ordained ministers, 830

suspension, 845, 925.4
D

Deacons, 820, see Commissioned Minister (820),


Ordained Minister

Dedication of churches, 718

Dedication of infants, 712, 713

Delegates

general conference, 260.2.1, 405.2-4

general conference delegate credential, 465

general conference, honorary, 305.4.7, 305.5.8,


306.9. 405.3-4

job description, 375.5

length of term, 320.3.5

local church, 320.3, 325.1, 375.5
North America, 405.4

World Conference, 402.2.5

Designated funds, 350.2.3

Diagnostic viability study, 305.5.1, 306.1

Directors, 374.1, 405.3, 425.2.4, 855

Director of Growth Ministries (formerly Superintendent of Growth Ministries), 305.5, 305.5.1, 305.6.1, 306.1,2,12, 340.2,6, 370.2-4, 405.3, 855

Director of Personnel (formerly Superintendent of 
Personnel), 340.2,6, 374.5, 405.3, 420.2.2.1, 430, 
815, 851, 855, 875, 876, 878.7.2

Discipline and Restoration

lay members, 915

ministers, 830, 845, 925
non-members,  935
church, 940
Discipline of the human body, 630.2.2

Divorce, 430.2.8, 630.3.1, 815, 816

Divorce Review Committee, 430.2.8

exceptional cases, 630.3.1

recovery after, 630.3.1

refusal of counsel, 630.3.1

separation, 816

Doctrinal statement, 100-131

Doctrine, 100-131

church, 101-107

God, 121-125

last things, 126-130

humankind, 111-113

salvation, 114-120

scriptural references, 131

scriptures, 108-110

Drugs, misuse of, 630.2.6

E

Educational institutions, 630.3.2

Elders, see Ordained Ministers

Entertainment, 630.2.5

Ethnic, 825

Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 445.3, 740

Evangelism, 400, 720

Evangelists, 852

Expulsion, 845, 925.2.3, 925.4

F

Facilities and Property Committee, 373.2.3

Facilities, use of, 630.3.1.10

Federal Act of Incorporation, Introduction-page vi

Federal government, see Canada Revenue Agency

Fellowship, 700, 730

Fellowship (status), 305.2, 305.4.6, 305.5, 305.6, 370.4, 384 A,B
certificate, 384B
conditions for fellowship status, 305.5.1

diagnostic viability study, 305.5

dissolved, 305.5.9

length of status, 305.5.9

question to become fellowship, 384A
tithe, 375.3.2

Financial assets, 305.5.9, 306.7, 350, 425.4.2, 435

Financial support of denomination, 305.5.6, 306.6,

306.12.3, 375.3, 440, see also Core, Giving Streams

Find, see Mission Statement

Forms

church property, purchase, sale, mortgage, 386a,b,c

delegate credential, 465

local church forms, 380-386

Free Methodist Church

heritage, Introduction-page iii

in Canada, Introduction-page v

of North America, Introduction-p.vi, 405.4, 410.4, 

425.2.9

Free Methodist Foundation in Canada, 405.3

Free Methodist World Conference


delegates, 420.2.5

Free Methodist Herald, Introduction-page vi

Funding of denomination, 375, 440, see also Core


Ministry, Giving Streams

Fundraising, 360

Funeral service, 716

G

Gambling, 630.2.3

General Conference, 400-465

administration, 400-465

articles of organization and government, 260

Board of Administration, 260.2.2, 405.4, 420.2.1, 

425

Canadian General Conference, 260, 400

compassion ministries, 445

composition, 405

constitution, 260

credentials, 260.2.3.1, 465

delegates 

credential form, 465
fraternal, 405.4

job description, 375.5

lay, 260.2.1.1

ministerial, 260.2.1

honorary, 305.4.7, 305.5.8, 306.9

world conference, 420.2.5

ex officio members, 405.3

general organization, 200-228, 260

governing body, 410.1

interrelation of general conferences, 250

interval between sessions, 260.2.4, 410.2

majority vote, 260.2.6

membership, 260.2.1, 405

Ministerial Education, Guidance and Placement

Committee, 420.2.2, 430.1

Nominating Committee, 420.1, 420.2.3

officers, 260.2.3, 415

organization charts, 460

presiding officer, 260.2.3

questions for conference membership, 822

quorum, 260.2.5

resolutions, 410.5

secretary, 260.2.1.3

sessions, 410.2

special regulations, 225-228, 410

Study Commission on Doctrine, 420.2.4

study teams, 420.1

termination of conference membership, 840, 845

Gifts and graces, 800

Gifts of the Spirit, 620, 630.3.3, 730.1

Giving Streams, 375, 440

God, 101-107

Good standing, 815, 820, 821, 825, 830, 845

Group benefits, 878

Growth, see Core Values, church growth

H

Healing, 630.1.3

Health care program, 878.4

Hiring Task Force, 425.2.4

History, Free Methodist Church, Introduction-pp. iii-v

Holiness movement, Introduction-page iv

Holiness Movement Church, Introduction-page vi

Holy Communion, see Communion

Homosexual behaviour, 630.2.8


Same-sex marriages and blessings, 630.3.1.9

House Church, 375.4

Housing allowance, 878.1.4

Human rights, 630.2.1

Humankind, 111-113

I

Induction of pastor, 877

Integrity, see Core Values

International Child Care Ministries-Canada, 445.1

Interpret, see Mission Statement

“In transition”

Church, 875

Pastor, see Pastoral transition

Invest, see Mission Statement

J

JDPAS, see Job description performance appraisal system

Job descriptions, 374.4, 6, 855, 860, 879

Job description performance appraisal system, 370.4

Justice, 630.2.4, 740

L

Last things, 126-130

Leadership Development Plan, 805

Leadership Scholarship Program, 440.3.1

Learning, see Core Values

Leave of absence

local church, 374.6

conference, 374.6, 430.2.2.6, 853

Letter of Agreement, 374.6, 425.2.9
Letter of Understanding, 875.8, 879

Life insurance, 878.5

Local church, 300-386  see Society

committees, 320.5, 330, 372.1, 373

compassion and justice, 700, 740

delegates, 320.3, 325.1, 375.5

donor information, 372.2.4

evangelism, 700, 720

fellowship, 700, 730

formation of new churches, 305

forms, 380

leadership, 630.3.3

licenses, 380-386

nurture, 700, 750

official board, 320.2., 325, 372

pastoral changes, 340, 374.1

performance appraisal, 335, 340, 374.5, 875

society, 300-380

term of office, 320.2.2

tithing to Core, 440.2.2

worship, 700, 710

Located ministers, 430.2.6-7, 845, 853

Long term disability, 878.3.2

Lord’s Day, The, 630.1.2

Lord’s Supper, Sacrament of the, see Communion

Lorne Park College, Introduction-page vi

Lorne Park Foundation, 405.3, 450

M

Malpractice insurance, 878.7.5

Management Committee, 350.2.3, 425.4.3, 435, 860

Manual, The

editorial committee, Foreword, pp.i-ii, 420.2.4

format, Foreword

Marriage, 630.3.1

ceremony, 715

guidelines for ministers, 630.3.1.2

healing troubled marriages, 630.3.1

nurturing healthy marriages, 630.3.1

publication of banns, 715

same-sex marriage and blessing, 630.3.1.9

solemnization of, 715

Mature, see Mission Statement

MEGaP, see Ministerial Education, Guidance and 

Placement Committee

Membership, 150-164

affiliated churches, 306.1.3,4,11, 12.1

closure of churches, 308.4

ethnic, 825

fellowship (status), 305.5.1, 305.5.3

General Conference, see General Conference


Membership

lay minister, 810

lifestyle issues, 640.1

local church

admission into, 150

discipline, 900-940

forms, 382a,b,c

Pastoral Leadership Task Force, 875.2

questions for membership (local church), 161, 717

questions for ministerial candidates, 822

reception by transfer, 164

requirements of, 150-151

rights of, 152, 305.4.3

society, 310.2

termination of, 153, 155, 373.2.3, 915.2-3 

transfer of, lay, 164, 305.5.9, 306.11, 308.4, 
382 A,B 

transfer of, ministerial, 840

youth, 162, 163, 164, 310.2, 382c

admission into, 162

questions for youth membership, 163, 717

Membership Care Committee, 373.2.3, 630.3.1

Membership Covenant, 156-160, 161, 630.3.3.1, 


630.3.3.2, 640.1

confession and commitment, 156, 630

regarding God, 157, 630.1

regarding institutions of God, 159, 630.3

regarding myself and all people, 158, 630.2

regarding the church, 160, 630.3.3

Membership transfer, ministerial, 840

Mergers, 307

Methodism

in Canada, Introduction-p.iv-vi, 400

in England, Introduction-p. iii-v

Ministerial Appointments Committee, see Ministerial


Education, Guidance and Placement Committee

Ministerial Candidates, 815, 816, 822, 871

Ministerial Education, Guidance and Placement

Committee (MEGaP), 374.5, 420.2.2, 430, 800-880

term of office, 420.26

Ministers’ Pension Plan, 306.8, 425.4.2

Ministers’ and Employees’ Compensation and Benefits


Guidelines, 878

Ministry, 800-880

advice to the minister, 805

appointments, 430.2.2.3-5, 850-853

commissioned ministers, 820, 821

deacons, see commissioned minister

elders, see ordained minister

lay ministers, 810

ministerial candidates, 815

affirmation form, 871

discontinued, 853

questions for conference membership, 822

minister’s statement of affirmation, 820, 822, 825, 

835, 872

ordained ministers, 825
ordination credentials, 830

reception from other denominations, 835

termination of conference membership, 845

transfer of membership, 840

Ministry Plan, 325.3.2, 373

Minutes, 315.5

Mission Statement, Introduction-page i, 305.6.1

306.12.1

Missions, 720


local committee, 373.2.4

Moral Issues and Social Action, 445.3, 740

Moravians, Introduction-page iii

Moving costs, 878.7.3

Multiple staff, 374, 851

N

National Leadership Team, 320.3.1, 375.5, 420.2.3.1, 425.2.4, 855, 860

Network Leaders (formerly called Assistant Superintendents), 370.2-4, 420.2.3.1, 420.2.3.3,  460B, 855
Networks, 855.1-2

New congregations (see church planting)

Nominating Committee


general conference, 420.1, 420.2.3,6

election of, 420.2.3.1

boards/committees, 420.2.3

secretary, 420.2.3

study teams, 420.1, 420.2.3.2
World Conference delegates, 420.2.3.2


local church, 320.2.2, 373.2.5

Nurture, 750

O

Oaths, swearing, 630.3.4

Official Board, 320.2, 325, 372, 373, 374

affiliated congregations, 306.4

arm’s length rule, 325.1, 373.2.5

chair of board, 325, 372.2.1, 374.3

commission system, 373.1

delegate, 320.3.6, 375.5

fellowship status, 305.5.4

leadership qualifications, 630.3.3

length of term, 320.2.2

meetings, 320.1, 325.4, 372

ministry plan, 373

officers, 320.2.3, 325, 372.2

parent new congregation, 325.3

pastor’s cabinet, 320.5.2.2, 373.2.6

pastoral performance appraisal, 374.5

pastoral transition, 375.1,2

relationship to pastor, 374.3,4

responsibilities, 350, 325.3, 372.1, 373.2.6

vision, see Plan, 372.1

Ordination

credentials, 830

services

deacons, see commissioned minister

elders, see ordained minister

commissioned minister, 873

ordained minister, 874

Organizational Charts, 460


P

Pastoral evaluation, see Pastoral performance appraisal  
Pastoral induction service, 877

Pastoral Leadership Task Force, 320.3.1, 430.2.3, 875
Pastoral performance appraisal, 335, 340.4, 374.4, 374.5, 375.5, 875.1

Pastoral transition, 340, 374.5, 875, 876, 880

Pastoral vote (discontinued) see Pastoral performance appraisal

Pastor’s Cabinet, 320.5.2.2, 373.2.6, 374.4

Pension Plan, Ministers’, 306.8, 425.4.2, 878

Performance Appraisal (see Pastoral performance appraisal) 

Personnel Committee, 374.4, 425.4.3
Persons, see Core Values

Police clearance certificate, 815

Pornography, 630.27

Prayer, 620

President (presiding officer), 260.3, 415, 830

Privacy, 372.2.4

Property, 350, 385, 425.2.7 see Real Property

Mortgage of, 386A
Purchase of, 386B
Sale of, 386C
Public schools, 630.3.2
Purpose-Driven Church, 750

Purpose statement, Introduction-page i

Q

Quebec Ministries, 440.3

Quorum, 260.2.5

R

Real (and other) property, 305.4.4, 305.5.7, 306.7, 

306.12.2, 308.3.2-3, 310.3, 350, 386 A-C, 425.2.7, 435

Records, 372.1, 372.2.2

Remarriage, 630.3.1

Reserve delegates, 320

Resignation, 374.1

Resolutions to General Conference, 410.5

Retirement, 852, 876, 878.2, 878.7.2

Rituals

baptism, 712, 714

burial, 716

dedication of churches, 718

holy communion, 711

ordination, 873, 874

solemnization of marriage, 715

Roberts Rules of Order, 315.6, 325.4.3, 372.2.2, 410.6, 

450, 920, 930.1
S

Salvation, Introduction-page iv, 114-120, 610, 720

Same-sex marriage & blessings, 630.3.1.9

Sanctification, 119, 610

Scholarships, see Leadership Scholarship Program

Scriptures, 108-110


references in doctrinal statements, 131

Secret Societies, 630.1.4


Secretary

local, 320.2.3, 325, 372.2.2

conference, 260.2.2, 260.2.4, 415

Self study (church), 875, 876

Severance, 880

Sick leave, 878.3.1

Simplicity of life, 630.2.3

Small groups, Introduction-page iv, 620, 720, 730.1

Society, 260, 300-376

absentee voting, 315.1

affiliated congregation (status), 306.12

authority, 310.3, 371
definition, 310.1, 371
delegates, 320.3, 325.1, 375.5
fellowship (status), 305.6, 370.4
membership, 310.2, 372.1, 630.3.3

meetings, 310.3, 315, 320

ministry plan, 325.3.2

minutes, 315.5

officers, 320.2.3

spiritual gifts, 620, 630.3.3, 730.1

tithing, tithe, 375.3, 440.2.2

Statutory holidays, 878.6.2

Stewardship

of possessions, 630.2.3, 710.4

Study Commission on Doctrine, Foreword-p.ii, 420.2.4

term of office, 420.2.6

Study Teams, 420.1

Superintendent of Growth Ministries--see Director of Growth Ministries
Superintendent of Personnel--see Director of Personnel
Suspension, 830, 845, 853
T

Team, teamwork – see Core Values

Termination of Employment, 374.4, 879, 880

The Manual of the Free Methodist Church in Canada, 

see Manual, The
Tithe, 360, 375.3, 440.2.1

Tobacco, 630.2.6, 640

Term limitations, 320.2.2, 420.2.6

Trade-Mark License, 301, 305.4.8, 305.5, 306.11

Transition

church, 875

pastor, see pastoral transition

Transitions Handbook, 340.2, 375.1, 430.2.3, 850, 876

Treasurer

local, 320.2.3, 325.2.3, 372.2.3

conference, 425.3

Trustees

forms, 385, 386

local, 320.5.2.1

national, 425.2.7, 425.4.2, 435

purchase, sale or mortgage of church property, 

350, 386A,B,C, 435

trust clause, 306.7, 385

V

Vacation, 878.6.1

Vision statement, Introduction-p.i

Vote of confidence, 340.4

W

War and peace, 630.3.4

WC – i.e. World Conference

Website, 640.2, 710.5, 878.2.1,3, 878.3.2, 878.7.4

Wedding guidelines, 630.3.1.2

Wesley, John, Introduction-page iv, 620, 720, 740

Withdrawn, 830, 845, 853

Withdrawn under complaint, 830, 845, 853

Women in ministry, 800

World Conference (WC), 200-253

amendments to Constitution, 225-228, 251.3-4

constitution, 253

delegates, 253.4.1.1, 420.2.5

organization of, 202-253

World Fellowship, see World Conference

World Missions, Department of, 425.2.9, 440.3.1

World Relief, 440, 445.2, 740

Worship, Christian, 710

baptism service, 712-714

communion services, 711

dedication of building, 718

funeral service, 716

marriage service, 715


membership, questions for, 717
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